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The great improbability of Irish agents being able to go to
Paris without being detected by English spies, had induced
the Irish, seditious party to carry on their negotiations with
the French Government mainly through French ministers in
neutral countries. Shortly after the negotiation at Phila-
delphia, another independent and very important one took
place at Hamburg. The reader may remember, in the negotia-
tions that preceded the French war, the part which was played
by Reinhard, who was then secretary to Chauvelin; he was
now French minister plenipotentiary to the Hanseatic Towns,
and his letters from Hamburg and from Altona form an im-
portant part of the secret history of Ireland, in the period
immediately preceding the rebellion.

On May 18, 1790, he wrote to De la Croix that he had
received a visit from an Irishman, who was very anxious that
his name should be concealed, but whose name Reinhard
considered it his duty to disclose in confidence to the French
minister. It was Lord Edward Fitzgerald, who had just arrived
at Hamburg. Reinhard had already made his acquaintance in
London, and Fitzgerald reminded him of certain communications,
which some of the Irish deputies sent over to petition the Eng-
lish Government in December 1792, had then had with Chauve-
lin. Chauvelin had not received them with all the interest the
importance of the matter demanded. At that time, too, the
Irish did not dare to propose or promise what they had decided
to do now ; they still hoped for a redress of grievances, and the
French Republic was scarcely formed. Now, however, Lord
Edward said, the French Republic is consolidated. Ireland is
ripe for insurrection. The discontent is no longer confined to a
party. The whole nation has been deceived, and since the recall
of Lord Fitzwilliam no further reserve is necessary.1 Lord Ed-
ward added, that he had come to Hamburg specially to open a
negotiation with Reinhard, and determined to risk the journey
to Paris if Reinhard was not accessible, and he begged Reinhard
to obtain authority from Paris to conduct it. He talked of
150,000 men rising; of 10,000 Defenders who were armed and
ready. Cannon, guns, and gunpowder, however, were urgently
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